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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Forty-seventh Report — “Inquiry into mechanisms for compensation for economic loss to farmers in 

Western Australia caused by contamination by genetically modified material—Terms of Reference” — Tabling 
HON MATTHEW SWINBOURN (East Metropolitan) [9.05 am]: I am directed to present the forty-seventh 
report of the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs entitled “Inquiry into mechanisms for 
compensation for economic loss to farmers in Western Australia caused by contamination by genetically modified 
material—Terms of Reference”. 
[See paper 991.] 
Hon MATTHEW SWINBOURN: The report advises the house of the intention of the Standing Committee on 
Environment and Public Affairs to inquire into mechanisms for compensation for economic loss to farmers in 
Western Australia caused by contamination by genetically modified material. This will include approaches taken 
in Western Australia and other jurisdictions, and any other relevant matter. The report also advises the house of 
the inquiry’s terms of reference, pursuant to standing order 179(2). 
On 13 June 2017, Hon Diane Evers, MLC, tabled a petition in the following terms — 

We the undersigned citizens respectfully request that the Parliament: 
1. Introduce Farmer Protection Legislation to compensate any non-GM farmer who 

suffers economic loss from GM contamination. 
After having received submissions in support of this petition from the principal petitioner and tabling member, the 
committee sought and received a response from the Minister for Agriculture and Food. The minister supported the 
committee investigating whether there needs to be a mechanism to protect non-GM farms from contamination. 

The committee last inquired into this issue as part of its inquiry into the Gene Technology Bill 2001 and 
Gene Technology Amendment Bill 2001, and tabled its report on 11 July 2003. Since that time, there have been 
significant developments in the use of genetically modified organisms both in Australia and overseas, including 
the rapid uptake in the cultivation and consumption of genetically modified food. This uptake has given rise to 
claims by farmers who do not cultivate genetically modified crops of economic loss caused by the presence on 
their properties of genetically modified material. The recent case of Marsh v Baxter in the Supreme Court of 
Western Australia, which appears to be the first of its type in Australia and involved a farmer taking legal action 
against a neighbouring farmer for damages for contamination, has drawn significant attention to this issue in 
Western Australia. It ignited debate on whether the common law provides adequate remedies and whether 
a compensation mechanism is required. 

The committee has resolved to commence an own-motion inquiry to enable it to consider broader matters than set 
out in the terms of the petition. I commend the report to the house. 
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